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School Purpose

At our school we aim to enhance each child’s
academic, creative, social, physical,
emotional and moral development in
preparation for his/her role in a rapidly
changing society.

HISTORY AND LOCATION

Swanbourne Primary School is a ‘Level 5’
Primary School (the level of a school is
calculated according to the student numbers).
The school is situated on a site of
significance for Nyungah people.
Swanbourne Primary School is a state-of-the-
art facility that took five years of planning to
complete. The school was relocated to the
new Narla Road location in March 2001 and
celebrated its centennial in 2005.

CONTEXT AND STUDENT PROFILE

By the end of 2006, the student population
comprised 35 Kindergarten, 47 Pre Primary
and 254 Primary students in Years 1-7.
Student numbers do change throughout the
school year, and from year to year, but the
trend is that the student numbers are
increasing steadily.

Most students live in the surrounding
suburbs, with about a third of the families
living in the Australian Defence Forces village
attached to Campbell Barracks. There is
some transience in the school population due
to Defence Force movement. This amounts to
about 10% of the student population each
year (on average), and is usually restricted to
the beginning and the end of the school year.
The numbers of students who leave the
school each year are generally made up with
new enrolments at the beginning of the next
year.

Swanbourne Primary also caters for a limited
number of children with special needs who
are enrolled in the Education Support Unit. In
2006 there were 18 students in the Unit.
These students have intensive, small-group
tuition in the morning and are mostly
integrated into mainstream classes in the
afternoons.

Some other children with special needs, who
are able to participate within the mainstream
class fulltime, are supported by Education
Assistants. The school is committed to an
‘inclusion’ model for students with special
needs, wherever it is possible, and in the best
interests of all of the children.

Swanbourne Primary is one of the few
government primary schools in Western
Australia eligible to enrol overseas, fee-
paying students. In 2006, five international
students from South Korea were included in
the classes. 2007 will start with a total of six
students. As English is not their first
language, a part-time English as a Second
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Language (ESL) teacher has been employed.
Funding for this program comes directly from
the fees paid by the international students to
the school.

Swanbourne Primary is a feeder school for
Shenton College and the schools have
developed effective transition processes for
Year 7 students. Closer association between
the schools is a goal for the future.

STAFF PROFILE, CLASS
ORGANISATION AND STAFF

DEPLOYMENT

In 2006 Swanbourne Primary School had 42
staff who worked full or fractional time. Apart
from the Executive Team of a Principal and
two Deputy Principals, there were 16
teaching staff, nine of whom are Senior
Teachers, and one Level 3 Teacher. The
group of 22 support staff was comprised of a
Registrar, one part-time School Officer, two
part time Library Officers, five Early
Childhood Assistants, 11 Special Needs
Education Assistants and two part-time
Gardeners. Swanbourne also had the
services of a Defence School Transition Aide
who provides strong pastoral care support to
all children. The school cleaning is done by a
contracted company, but we have been
advised that we will return to ‘day labour’
(Education Department employed) cleaners
in April 2007.

STUDENT NUMBERS

The school has had a steady increase in
student numbers over the last five years. The
numbers indicated in the tables below show
that the student population changes during
each school year and the numbers have a
tendency to drop in second semester.

Semester 1 Trends 2002 - 2006
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

PP 18 65 47 46 44
1 - 7 256 238 238 250 266
Total 274 303 285 296 310

Semester 2 Trends 2002 - 2006
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

PP 16 57 47 43 43
1 – 7 243 224 240 245 259
Total 259 281 287 288 302

These numbers are for fulltime students only and,
therefore, do not take into account the part-time
Kindergarten students.

SCHOOL FACILITIES

The Swanbourne Primary School site is both
modern and attractive in design. The four
main school buildings are adorned with
mosaic artworks designed to reinforce the
school’s seaside/nautical theme. The
mosaics designate a name for each of the
building blocks with a marine creature and
serve to showcase the art expertise within the
school.

The artwork was done as a collaborative
project by upper primary teachers, Colin
Murphy and Marlene O’Mara with selected
talented and gifted students. In 2006 the
senior students also created mosaics on the
limestone retaining walls around the school
and an underwater mural for the Early
Childhood Centre.

The Underwater Mural

There are 12 primary classrooms; 3 purpose-
built Early Childhood centres, purpose-built
Art and Music rooms, a multi-function hall
with a canteen that operates twice a week, a
computer laboratory and an automated
library. The school is fully networked and has
wireless computer facilities that can be
accessed around the school. A Dental
Therapy Centre was constructed on the site
in 2003.

The P&C association has worked very hard
over the years to enhance the play areas with
attractive gardens and playgrounds that are
both beneficial for childhood development
and stimulation. They have provided the
funds to cover the cost of most of these
facilities and, in partnership with the
gardeners, the labour and expertise to install
and maintain them.


